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Cyklus fotografii, nazvany Namésti zmén, vytvoril Bélorus Jauhen
Atcecki jako dosud neuzavreny, ¢asovy fotograficky dokument
mista, kde se zacali mistni obyvatelé spontanné setkavat
a demonstrovat proti sou¢asnym nedemokratickym praktikam
béloruské vlady. Podobnych mist vzniklo v Minsku i v jinych
méstech vice.

Fotografie Atceckého zachycuji udalosti a atmosféru
protivladnich protestd, které po celém Bélorusku vypukly po
zmanipulovanych prezidentskych volbach 9. srpna 2020. Od té
doby pribézné vznikala fotografickd dokumentace Nameésti zmén,
placku mezi vysokymi panelovymi domy, kam také vedou okna
fotografova bytu. Jedna se vlastné o dvir na jednom minském
sidlisti s détskym hristém a trafostanici uprostfed, . Na sténu
trafostanice neznamy autor namaloval graffiti s vyobrazenim
tzv. ,,dydzejd zmén“. Byli to jedni z prvnich hrdintd protest(, dva
zvukari, ktefi na prorezimnim predvolebnim shroméazdéni pustili
protestni pisert Cekdme zmény a zvedli ruce ve vitézném gestu.
Zato byli ndsledné zatcéeni a po propusténi museli pred dalSim
prondsledovanim uprchnout do ciziny.

Po vzniku protestni malby zacali lidé z okoli dvir zdobit
protestnimi ¢ervenobilymi vlajkami a stuhamia z nenapadného
mista se nahle stal prostor, v némz se lidé ve vecernich hodinach
schazeji, diskutuji zde, poradaji vytvarné, hudebni a divadelni
predstaveni ¢i performance. | kdyz komunalni sluzby pod natlakem
a dohledem poradkovych slozek malbu a vyzdobu opakované
odstranovaly, mistni obyvatelé je znovu obnovovali. Represe vici
zdejsim aktivistim byly velice tvrdé. Scjapan Latypav jen zadal
po uniformovanych lidech bez odznakd, ktefi se chystali graffiti
znicit, aby se radné prokazali, ale byl za to zatéen a od 15. zari
2020 je ve vazbé. Dalsim aktivnim ucastnikem akci, poradanych
na Namésti zmén, byl vytvarnik Raman Bandarenka, ktery
pravdépodobné protestni graffiti poprvé namaloval. V fijnu Raman
zemfel v nemocnici poté, co ho na dvorfe domu a nasledné v antonu
a na policejni stanici zmlatili lidé v civilu. Pietni shroméazdéni
na pamatku Ramana Bandarenky bylo nasilné rozehnano policii
a novinarky Kacjaryna Andrejevova a Darja Culcovova byly za
reportaz z udalosti odsouzeny ke dvéma letlim vézeni. Ani pres
kruté represe nebyl protestni duch Namésti zmén potlacen a dvar
se stal vzorem a inspiraci pro dalSi béloruské komunity.

Cyklus fotografii Jauhena Atceckého instaloval na nadvori
Domu pana z Kunstatu architekt Ondrej Bélica do prostoru tak,
aby rozvinul ideu mista dilezitého pro setkavani lidi a vyjadreni
osobniho i politického postoje.

Jauhen Atcecki (nar. 1983) je bélorusky fotograf a ob¢ansky
novinar zijici v Minsku, spoluzakladatel a lektor fotografické Skoly
FS1 Minsk. V minulosti spolupracoval naptiklad s Cervenym
kiizem, UNDP nebo UNICEF. Kromé cyklu Namésti zmén vytvofril

zejména fotografickou sérii snimku, dokumentujicich vyvoj
punk-rockové skupiny Messed Up a jejich turné po zapadni Evropé,
za kterou ziskal Velkou cenu na festivalu Prafota v nominaci Doc.

Vystava Namésti zmén Jauhena Atceckého vznikla z popudu
Ambasady nezavislé béloruské kultury v CR, ktera byla symbolicky
oteviena pri Centru experimentalniho divadla v Brné 17. listopadu
2020 u prilezitosti vyroc¢i sametové revoluce. Smyslem zfizeni
ambasdady je propagace nezavislé béloruské kultury, jez je

v soucasné dobé v Bélorusku potladovana. Nejedna se pfitom

o politicky akt, nybrz o kulturni projekt zaméreny na nezévislou

a svobodnou béloruskou kulturu a jeji projevy v celé jeji Siti
arozmanitosti.

EN
The photographic series Square of Changes has been made
by Yauhen Attsetski from Belarus as an ongoing, time-lapse
photographic documentary of a place where locals began to gather
spontaneously and demonstrate against the current undemocratic
practices of the Belarusian government. More such places have
sprung up in Minsk and other cities.

Attsetski’s photographs capture the events and atmosphere
of anti-government protests that erupted throughout Belarus
after the manipulated presidential election of 9 August 2020.

The photographic documentation of the Square of Changes

has been further developed since then on an ongoing basis;

the “square” in question is in fact a small area among tall prefab
buildings that the photographer’s flat windows give on to. It is
actually a courtyard in a Minsk housing estate with a playground
and a transformer station in the middle. On the wall of the
transformer station, an unknown artist painted a graffiti depicting
the so-called “DJs of change.” They were among the first
protagonists of the protests, two sound engineers who played the
protest song Expecting Changes during a pro-regime election
rally and raised their hands in a gesture of triumph. They were
subsequently arrested, and after their release they had to flee

the country to escape further persecution.

When the protest painting originated, people from the area
began to decorate the courtyard with red and white protest flags
and ribbons, and the inconspicuous location suddenly became
a place where people gather in the evening to discuss, and organize
artistic, musical and theatre performances and actions. Although
the communal services have repeatedly removed the painting
and decorations under pressure and under the supervision of
the police and militia, the locals have restored them again and
again. Repression against local activists has been very harsh.
Stsiapan Latypau only asked uniformed people without badges

— who were about to destroy the graffiti — to prove their identity,
but he was arrested and has been in custody since 15 September
2020. Another active participant in the events held in the Square
of Changes was artist Raman Bandarenka, who probably made
the first protest graffiti. In October, Raman died in hospital after
being beaten by people in civilian clothes in the courtyard and
subsequently in a police car and at the police station. A gathering
in memory of Raman Bandarenka was then forcibly dispersed

by the police, and journalists Katsiaryna Andreyeva and Daria
Chultsova, reporting on the event, were sentenced to two years
in prison. Despite such brutal repression, the protest spirit of the
Square of Changes survives and the courtyard has become a model
and inspiration for other Belarusian communities.

The series of photographs by Yauhen Attsetski was installed
in the court of the House of the Lords of Kunstat by architect Ondrej
Bélica with the aim of developing the idea of a place of importance
for people to meet and express their personal and political
attitudes.

Yauhen Attsetski (born 1983) is a Belarusian photographer
and activist-journalist living in Minsk, co-founder and teacher at
the FSH1 Minsk photography school. In the past, he has worked
with the Red Cross, UNDP and UNICEF, among others. Besides
the Square of Changes cycle, he created a photographic series
documenting the development of the punk-rock band Messed Up
and their tour of Western Europe, which won him the Grand Prix
2020 in the “Doc” category at the Prafota festival.

The Square of Changes exhibition by Yauhen Attsetski was
initiated by the Embassy of Independent Belarusian Culture in
the Czech Republic, which was symbolically opened at the Centre
for Experimental Theatre in Brno on 17 November 2020 on the
anniversary of the Velvet Revolution. The purpose of establishing
the embassy is to promote independent Belarusian culture, which
is currently suppressed in Belarus. This is not a political act, but
a cultural project focused on independent and free Belarusian
culture in a broad range and diversity of manifestations.
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Vystava vznikla ve spolupraci s Centrem experimentalniho divadla v Brné

a Ambasadou nezavislé béloruskeé kultury.

The exhibition is organised in cooperation with the Centre for Experimental
Theatre in Brno and the Embassy of Independent Belarussian Culture.
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