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Ester Krumbachová at House of Arts Brno

	November 2, 2021, Brno – An exhibition, publication, and online archive: these are the results of four years of critical work on the estate of Ester Krumbachová, one of the most important figures of the Czech New Wave in film. The monographic exhibition, simply named ESTER KRUMBACHOVÁ, will be on display at House of Arts Brno from November 24, 2021. The opening will be held on November 23, 2021, at 6 PM and the exhibition will last until March 6, 2022.

	Ester Krumbachová (1923–1996) is one of the crucial figures of Czech culture from the second half of the twentieth century; her characteristic literary style and original visual language determined the form of the visuals, script, and direction of a number of Czech films and plays and influenced many other artists. Despite this, her work has not previously been comprehensively presented to either Czech or foreign audiences, in particular because her estate was only recently discovered.

	The exhibition at House of Arts will offer an extensive network of original material divided into interconnected thematic blocks. Her paintings and drawings, costume designs, jewellery, letters to friends (and cats), diaries, and private photographs will be presented. The exhibition will thus represent both a reflection of influences and themes from her time and a diverse universe of multilayered and very original thought. It will provide a view into the artist’s semi-public private life and her numerous struggles in both her creative and personal life. The exhibition will also present a selection of her output and sections from films to which she contributed. The exhibition will include a projection of her one directed film, The Murder of Mr. Devil, and Věra Chytilová’s documentary film Searching for Ester.

	The methods that Krumbachová used to enter into the essential moments and form of films have become clearer through the use of current theories of gender and media. Accordingly, the curators’ view on Ester Krumbachová’s work is constructed from a contemporary perspective, which is also reflected in the fact that exhibition was prepared in collaboration with several contemporary artists who have interpreted Ester Krumbachová’s work and life or applied similar lines of thought in their own work. The exhibit is given a contemporary resonance thanks to the layout by Jakub Červenka from the architectural studio Objektor, and its historical material is supplemented by works from artists including Anna-Marie Berdychová, Jan Boháč and Anna Ročňová, Daniela and Linda Dostálková, David Fesl, Libuše Jarcovjáková, Jiří Kovanda, and Marek Meduna.

Foreign artists have also contributed to the artistic research on Krumbachová’s work and archive: Beca Lipscombe, together with the graphic design studio HIT, Morwenna Kearsley, Bernie Reid, and Laura Richmond, has prepared a series of posters from Ester Krumbachová’s wardrobe advertising the exhibition to the public. The collective New Noveta will open the exhibition with a new performance based on the study of Krumbachová’s film and archive with a sound installation by musician David Aird aka Vindicatrix and costumes by Atelier bâba. The exhibition also includes a performance by Jiří Kovanda and a performative adaptation of Ester Krumbachová and Věra Chytilová’s screenplay for Daisies II, which was found in the estate, by Kateřina Konvalinová and directed in collaboration with Viktorie Vášová.

	Ester Krumbachová was a great lover of animals and her apartment on Za Zelenou Liškou Street was a refuge for many stray cats and other abandoned animals, whom she cared for with love. Accordingly, the exhibition at House of Arts will also include cats from the Tlapky Mochov shelter, which will be up for adoption by visitors. The cats are thus not an artistic display, but broaden the range of an art exhibition to include another ethical aspect that was important in the artist’s life. Although bringing an animal into a human exhibition still remains problematic, the curators and institution have undertaken this risk in the belief that it is possible to cross the defined boundaries of taste for the benefit of a good life for our animal friends in need.

[bookmark: docs-internal-guid-4c5e5295-7fff-2fda-7d]	The exhibition will take place under the auspices of the Minister of Culture of the Czech Republic, Lubomír Zaorálek, and the Mayor of the Statutory City of Brno, Markéta Vaňková.
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