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Milena Dopitová in the House of Arts Brno
Brno, 22 November 2022 – Milena Dopitová is one of the prominent figures of contemporary Czech visual art. The uniqueness of her inter-media work lies in her ability to express the complex aporias of today's world in a highly lapidary form and to combine conceptual foundations with handicraft. Her work is characterised by a strong, yet non-pathetic ethos with a sense of visual detail. Hosted by the Brno House of Arts from 30 November 2022 to 19 March 2023, the exhibition The Next Stop Is a Request Stop reflects on the issues of the sustainability of a strong cultural, national and ethnic identity that are bearing down on Western civilization today with extraordinary intensity. The opening ceremony will take place on Tuesday 29 November at 6 pm in the presence of the artist and the curator Martina Pachmanová and other guests. The audience will also be greeted by Markéta Vaňková, the Mayor of Brno, who has taken over the patronage of the exhibition. After the official opening, the music group Indican will perform.

Milena Dopitová's project for the Brno House of Arts is monumental, but not opulent and bombastic. It paraphrases and mixes the language of Christian, Judaic and Arabic traditions - the cultures that have most significantly shaped the European "West" for centuries (in the sense of the Occident and not the post-war order), while at the same time using elements that evoke the ordinariness, but also, in part, the superficiality of contemporary society. In this way, she plays out a compelling, almost scenographically conceived associative "narrative" about the power of human memory, about overcoming the duality of body and mind and the instability of today's world.

Through a striking contrast of soft and hard materials, craft and industrial production, as well as the blending of different media, Dopitová initiates an adventurous process of creating hybrid cultural and social identities on the threshold of the third millennium. The Next Stop Is a Request Stop, featuring objects, large-scale video projections and an audio recording of eclectically sampled female vocals, thematises the ambivalent nature of human existence in a post-industrial, post-internet and conflict-ridden world, oscillating between a desire for diversity and a fear of the unknown, between an emphasis on personal freedom and curtailing the freedom of "others." 
The title of the project The Next Stop Is a Request Stop, like the titles of most of Milena Dopitová's works, has a clear affinity to the everyday (in this case, to public transport announcements) and at first it may seem quite banal. However, beneath the surface of a sentence taken out of its original context, its meaning and function are also transformed. In a visually powerful arrangement, the viewer is confronted with the dilemma of whether to stay on the seemingly safe ride or, at the risk of danger, to get out, step into the unknown and try to find new ways to reality, to oneself and to others in a new place. 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a bilingual catalogue, a podcast and a short video documentary depicting the process of creating the exhibition and the exhibition itself. In addition to the traditional guided tours, the accompanying programme will also include an interdisciplinary debate on the relationship between art and social imagination. For further information, visit www.dum-umeni.cz.

In parallel with Milena Dopitová's show, a joint exhibition by painter Pavel Preisner and architect Svatopluk Sládeček, On Fathers Raised By Their Children will be opened.

Prof. MgA. Milena Dopitová is the head of the Studio of Intermedia I at the Academy of Fine Arts in Prague, where she also studied. In her work she deals with social issues as well as questions of physical and gender identity, which she approaches from the perspective of individual experience of everyday life. Since the beginning of the 1990s, she has participated in many international contemporary art exhibitions, such as the Biennale of Sydney (1992), Venice (1993), Sao Paulo (1994) and Gwangju (1995); Global Feminisms: New Directions of Contemporary Art (Brooklyn Museum of Art, 2007), etc. Her exhibitions have been hosted by major Czech and international galleries - Institute of Contemporary Art, Boston (1994), Jiří Švestka Gallery, Prague (2001), Ronald Feldman Fine Arts, New York (2003), Moravian Gallery in Brno (2011), Polansky Gallery, Prague (2012), Prague City Gallery (2015), Meet Factory, Prague (2019), etc. In 2017, her collected bilingual monograph I stejné je jiné / Even the Same is Different (Martina Pachmanová, ed., Prague: Academy of Fine Arts) was published.  Milena Dopitová is the recipient of several awards, including a grant from the American Pollock Krasner Foundation (1997) and the Michal Ranný Award (2010).
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A press conference with the participation of the artist and the curator will take place on Tuesday 29 November at 1 pm in the foyer of the Brno House of Arts.
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