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Tomáš Hrůza and Markus Guschelbauer in House of the Lords of Kunštát

Brno, 25 April 2023 – The gallery on the first floor of the House of the Lords of Kunštát will be transformed into a forest. Tomáš Hrůza and Markus Guschelbauer will bring it there as part of their exhibition project We Have Never Been Forest.
The exhibition follows on from the book We Have Never Been Earth (2019, Tomáš Hrůza, Andrea Průchová Hrůzová) and explores in greater depth a theme that has long been present in the work of both artists - trees and forest landscapes. The opening will take place on Tuesday 2 May at 6 pm, with DJ Myslivec performing as part of the programme. The exhibition will be on display until 11 June.

The title of the exhibition is a paraphrase of a quote by French sociologist Bruno Latour, "We Have Never Been Modern". According to Latour, modernity is just a construct, like all other categories. This also applies to the categories through which humanity has tried - and sometimes still tries - to divide the world into human and non-human, into culture and nature. This division was supposed to lead to a better understanding and description of the world, but its effect has been quite the opposite. The environmental disasters of our time not only show the senselessness of "cultural" behavior, but also suggest the need to change our understanding of the world to a more comprehensive format in which "we" is not just a label for humans, but also for microbes, animals, forests, the planet and the universe.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In their exhibition, Tomáš Hrůza and Markus Guschelbauer literally bring the wood into the gallery, knowing that this is a move that is slightly absurd and ultimately (if the consequence is understood as saving the planet) meaningless. In doing so, they refer to the interconnectedness of all living and non-living things, they reflect on the question of what is
a forest and what is not. How can we let it live without our interference so that it ceases to be so human, so mono-cultural? The artistic position may be one of the ways to cope with the irreversible changes that affect nature due to human activity. "We are in a gallery - but also in a forest. And then when we really do go to the forest we can still be a little bit in the gallery if we allow ourselves to take the experience of the exhibition with us outside. And maybe we can also take something from the exhibition and care for it. Maybe by doing so, we can partially heal our world." says curator Tereza Špinková about the exhibition's motifs.

Tomáš Hrůza (*1979) comes from Klatovy. He lives alternately in Prague and in the village of Miřenice in south-west Bohemia. He studied photography at the Faculty of Art and Design at the University of Economics in Ústí nad Labem. He is one of the founders of the Fotograf 07 platform and the independent cultural signpost and publishing house ArtMap. Together with Jiří Zemánek, he organizes a programme under the banner Pilgrim - Wandering University of Nature, focusing on the theme of revising the relationship between man and nature. For several years he taught at FAMU in Prague. He is also a member of the music and art group Střešovická Kramle. In his work he mainly uses the medium of photography and video. He is particularly interested in poetic reflection of nature and connecting his work with ecological themes.

Markus Guschelbauer (*1974) was born in Friesach / Austria, he currently lives and works in Vienna. He studied in the Department of Photography at the University of Applied Art in Vienna. His work has been presented through solo shows in many Austrian and international galleries, e. g. Galerie Rauminhalt (2022/20), Eikon Schauraum (2021) or in Fotogalerie Wien (2013). He has also presented his work as part of many collective shows in Austria and abroad, where he has also experienced several artistic residencies. His artwork is situated at the intersection of Staged Photography, Video, Performance, Land Art and Spacial Installation.
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